CHAPTER  XIX CHRISTIAN MISSIONS
I WAS fortunate m falling in at the very beginning of my service with excellent missionaries, and in being thus led from the very first to take much interest m their work. In Nagpur there is a Scottish Presbyterian Mission which was founded undei somewhat striking circumstances In the Bhonsla days, in the earlier half of last century, there were troops stationed at Kamptee for the defence of the Resident, and among these there were several Christian officers who felt deeply concerned at the ignorance and superstition which prevailed around them, among a people for whom they had begun to conceive much affection Some of these men set themselves to collect funds and to use their influence to establish a Christian mission at Nagpur. They applied to the Free Church of Scotland, which was then wrestling with the difficulties caused by its recent secession from the Church of Scotland as by law established Their request was sympathetically considered, and the Church pluckily set itself to establish this new mission. Mr. Hislop, who went out as the first missionary to Nagpur, was a man of much culture and capacity Sir Richard Temple, when the task was committed to him of organising the administration of the newly formed Province (called " the Central Provinces"), found Mr. Hislop a valuable coadjutor. Mr. Hislop's intimate knowledge of local geology, and also of the peoples and tribes of the Nagpur country, as well as his intense interest in education, and in whatever tended to the public good, was recognised by Sir Richard Temple, who treated him as a friend and helper in his work.
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